hippopotamus-headed serpents reclining on rectangular bases, each of them labeled as hayshesh ba live in the realm of the dead". The study of the text reveals that the creature is of hayshesh-creatures from the seahorses of the 22 nd
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A preliminary version of this study has appeared in Czech, in terms of a broader overview of Iufaa's northern wall, Landgráfová -Míčková 2018:57-61. A N N A L S O F T H E N Á P R S T E K M U S E U M 4 0 / 2 • 2 0 1 9 • ( p p . 5 9 -6 8 ) its gates at the mouth of the sea in Hau-nebut. the sea in Shen-rekhyt, 5 nemset-vessels of heavenly ore, 6 he ba nemset vessels of iber-oil, bread, beer and pat bread, four nemset vessels of red ochre hekenu oil, four bas iber oil, incense, bulls, hayshesh Occasion", i.e. creator deities or at least those that are present at the very beginning of time. chamber, they represent, besides divinities, also celestial bodies: red is the color of haysheshs are said to be located at the mouth of the sea, wAD-wr
Hau-nebut and the other at Shen-rekhyt. As the precise meaning of these terms is still debated in Whatever the precise meaning of the term Hau-nebut, most researchers seem to agree since the 26 th Shen-rekhyt accompanies the Hau-nebut haysheshs The rest of the text before the offering formula contains a promise for anyone who correctly purifies these serpents (a similar call for purifying sacred snakes appears several times on the western wall of Iufaa's burial chamber, see Landgráfová -Janák 2017:11-122) : he will be purified likewise, he will reach an old age upon earth and then his ba will live in the realm of the dead.
Serpentine beings labeled as hayshesh (or the variant yashesh) appear also on two sarcophagi of the Ptolemaic Period, that of Udjahor (Louvre D11, Buhl 1959:100-104) and Imeniu (Cairo JE 13/1/21/1, Buhl 1959:90-92, see fig. 2 ). In the former case, they are called southern and northern yashesh, which corresponds to their positions in the temple of Esna and explains their appearance in pairs in the tomb of Iufaa and elsewhere (see below). As such, he resembles the snake called njs jm.jw nbj=sn of Iufaa's western wall and p. Jumilhac XII,9, who is said to make light for those who are in the Netherworld (see Landgráfová -Janák 2017: 114-115 and Vandier [1965] :139, 176 and pl. 8). Xr.jt-nTr In an article dedicated to a detailed publication of the coffin of Padiamun in the Liverpool museum, Luca Miatello collected thirteen occurrences of the hippocampus or sea-horse in ancient Egyptian iconography, dated between the 22 nd Dynasty and the Ptolemaic Period (Miatello 2016:31-32 ). Iufaa's example represents the fourteenth known piece of evidence for these creatures, and it also includes by far the longest accompanying text. Moreover, it dates to the 26 th to 27 th Dynasty, a period which is so under-represented among the cases known so far, that it led John Taylor to believe that the hippocampus was completely absent from the Egyptian repertoire at this time and thus that the older representations of sea-horses with little or no text from the 22 nd to 25 th Dynasty are completely unrelated to the hayshesh/yashesh sea-serpents of the Ptolemaic period (Taylor 2007:416) . To see whether this can be upheld with the new evidence from Iufaa's burial chamber, a short overview of the older group of sea-horses is in place.
Of the three oldest examples, dated to the 22 nd Dynasty, that of Horkhebi in a private collection in Wales is only available in a description: "a hippocampus, with undulating serpent body, can be seen distinctly on each side below the levels of the shoulders" on the inner side of the coffin case (Taylor 2007:410) . In the case of the coffin of Djedkhonsuiufankh (Paris Louvre N 2585), two hippocampi flank the body of the goddess Nut represented on the bottom of the coffin case. They have distinct horse heads and serpentine bodies with a single coil forming a "belly" and thus resembling real hippocampi (Taylor 2007:408, fig. 1 ). The third 22 nd dynasty example is that of the interior of the coffin of Perenbast (Manchester Museum 5053), which is once again a horse-headed creature with an undulating serpentine body, rather similar in style to those of Horkhebi and Djedkhonsuiufankh (Taylor 2007:409-410) .
Only slightly later, of the 23 rd to 24 th Dynasty date, is the coffin of Nakhtkhonsuiru Ameneminet (Louvre E 5534; Kákosy 1987:pl. 1), where the hippocampi are represented on the exterior of the bottom and on the shoulders fl anking the hair. With their horse heads and serpentine bodies in upright position, they strongly resemble the 22 nd Dynasty hippocampi, the only difference being the slight movement of the coil of the body backwards, so that they look more like snakes with an erect front than like real hippocampi with a belly-like coil.
The next step is represented by 25 th th Dynasty dating see Taylor but due to their position in the triangular space underneath the collar, they are tilted to side. On the last of the 25 th but here their appearance diverges even more from that of a real sea-horse: the the available triangular space. They also bear a label: over each of them, jm.j dwA.t "One jnj aA
Besides Iufaa, two of the examples collected by Miatello date to the Late Period (with no specifi c dating, Miatello 2016:32). The coffi n Liverpool Garstang Museum SACE E.576 is unpublished, but the cartonnage Liverpool Garstang Museum SACE Fig. 3 The development from seahorse to (sea)snake. A selection of 22 nd to 23 rd Dynasty hippocampi. Drawing Jolana Malátková.
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